Elders Training Workshop 
October 2, 2008
“Greatness Redeemed”  
Study: Humility: True Greatness by C.J.Mahaney     
Assignment:  Please read Chapter 3:  “Greatness Redeemed”  Pg. 39-46 and be ready for table discussion by answering the following questions.
Introduction:







What is the path to greatness?  How you define “greatness’ will determine the road you will choose to get there.  Living in our high-voltage, success driving society, it seem-at first glance—defining greatness would be easy.

“Greatness’ can be seen as moving upward. “Up” has the right ring to it.  You rise against gravity, the odds, the ground, or whatever happens to get in the way.  You ascend to fame , money, spotlights, power, comfort and pleasure.  Up, clearly, is the direction of greatness.
From our society’s perspective, it is the only way to go because it means promotion, advancement, the way to influence and power.  It exudes a sense of virility and health, of well being and being recognized and respected.  It speaks of having achieved above the rest.  The results are people now are willing to serve you.

The opposite of “up” is “down”.  Down is a word for losers, cowards and the Bear Market.  It conjures up what needs to be avoided or ignored.  Think of words associated with down” down and out, downfall, down scale, down hearted and, worst of all, down under.  Down would not be a description of greatness.  *(see footnote)
In this lesson, C.J. Mahaney challenges us to reexamine and then redefine greatness—not from our society’s definition, but from that of Jesus.
Thought Questions:
· What do you think makes a person look prestigious or “respectable” in our society?  

· Whom do you consider to be a great person?  Why?
I    Bible Study:     Mark 9:33-37; 10:35-45
1 Contrast the agenda of Jesus with that of the disciples?  9:31,34
2 What does the disciple’s argument tell you about their understanding of who Jesus was and why he had come?
3 How did Jesus explain what it means to be great?  9:35             
*(The ideas and expressions I got from Bill Hybel’s book: Descending into Greatness Zondervan, 1993)  

4 How did Jesus illustrate His point?  9:36
5 Reading Mark 10:35-45, do you think James and John understood Jesus’ previous teaching on greatness?
6 How does Jesus’ explanation of greatness(10:42-44) conflict with that of our society?

7 What did Jesus do to model true greatness?  10:45

II.         Book Study
1 On Pg. 42, Mahaney asks a key question: “Can you see yourself in this story?  How would you answer?
2 In the scripture study, does Jesus forbid the desire or ambition to be great?  How do you respond to Mahaney on page 43?
3 How does Mahaney define true greatness?  Pg. 44-45                              
APPLICATION

As you reflect on the role of elder and that of leadership at RCC, what key lesson have you learned hear about your role?                                                                   
